






8.30am	 Registration  - Tea/Coffee
Session  One	
Session Chairperson	 John McLaughlin, Cathaoirleach, LASNTG  and Chief Executive of Donegal County Council 
9.15am - 9.25am	 Welcome
9.25am - 9.40am	 Ministerial Address
	 Christopher O’Sullivan TD,Minister of State, Dept. of Housing, Local Government & Heritage
9.40am - 10.00am	 Setting the Scene on Why Community Matters
	 Mark Farrelly, Chief Executive Officer, National Federation of Group Water Schemes 
10.00am - 10.20am	 Communities and Water: A DHLGH Perspective
	 Nigel Hayes, Water Scientific Policy Adviser - Water Advisory Unit, DHLGH
10.20am - 11.00am	 GWS Excellence Awards 2026 Winners Announcement
11.00am - 11.30am	 Tea/Coffee Break 
Session Two 	
Session Chairperson	 Eoghan Ryan, Chief Executive, Offaly County Council  
11.35am - 11.55am	 Stronger Together: Lessons from GWS Rationalisation and Amalgamation	
	 Anthony Prendiville, Secretary, NFGWS and Chairperson of West Limerick GWS
11.55am - 12.15pm	 Generational Renewal in Farming: Parallels for Board Leadership and Sustainability
	 Brian Leonard, Assistant Professor, School of Agriculture & Food Science, UCD
12.15pm - 12.35pm	 Pilot Catchment Community Fora: Providing Greater Opportunities for Participation 
	 Barry Deane, South West Regional Co-ordinator, River Basin Management Service
12.35pm - 12.45pm	 Perspectives From Community-owned Water Services in Spain
	 Rafael Carrera, Founder of Coxapo, Galicia
12.45pm - 1.00pm	 Panel Discussion and Q & A
1.00pm - 2.20pm	 Lunch
Session Three 	

Session Chairperson 	 Michael Kenny, Secretary, Irish Rural Link and Member of An Fóram Uisce
2.25pm - 2.30pm	 Science Week 2026 and the Theme of Water
	 Brendan Owens, Programme Manager, Research Ireland
2.30pm - 2.45pm	 Building Resilient Water Communities Together - Education, Community and Action
 	 Dr Suzanne Linnane and Dr Caroline Gilleran Stephens, Co-leads of H₂O Heroes Initiative,
 	 Centre for Freshwater and Environmental Studies, DkIT
2.45pm - 3.00pm	 Innovation and Education at Knocknagrave Environmental Centre
 	 Gretta McCarron, Education Director, Knocknagrave Environmental Centre
3.00pm - 3.15pm 	 Perspectives From Community-owned Water Services in Austria
 	 Wolfgang Aichlseder, Member of the OÖ WASSER Expert Pool	
3.15pm - 3.30pm 	 Perspectives From Community-owned Water Services in Denmark 
	 Lise Lotte Toft,  Director, Association of Water Supply in Denmark (Danske Vandværker)
3.30pm - 3.45pm	 Panel Discussion and Q&A	
3.45pm - 3.55pm	 Conference Close - Mark Farrelly, Chief Executive Officer, NFGWS  
3.55pm	 Tea/Coffee & Departure


